
 

HHiissttoorryy  ooff  LLaattiinn  AAmmeerriiccaa  II  
Dr. Allyson Poska          Monroe 226  x1478 

Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday 12-1 pm     Tuesday and Thursday 2-3 pm 

                                                  aposka@umw.edu 

     
This course will examine the history of Latin America from the first peoples who crossed the Bering 

Strait until the beginnings of Spanish colonial independence movements during the first decade of the 

nineteenth century.  The class is divided into three sections. The first third of the class will examine the 
encounter between Spaniards and Native Americans and the subsequent conquest of the Americas.  The 

second third of the class will examine the colonial world, and in the final section, we will discuss the 

slavery and the movement towards independence. We will spend a considerable amount of time analyzing 
the impact of race and gender on culture and conquest in Latin American society. 

 

Course Goals and Objectives: 

 Ability to analyze sources and arguments 

 Ability to read critically primary sources and modern authorities 

 Ability to write with clarity about the past 

 Ability to communicate in a group setting 

 
This course counts as Human Experience and Society. As such, you will learn  

 to explain human and social experiences and activities from multiple perspectives  

 to draw appropriate conclusions based on evidence  

 to transfer knowledge and skills learned to a novel situation. 

This course counts in the History major and as an IA support course 

   

BOOKS AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE: 

Crosby, Alfred, Ecological Imperialism (Cambridge) 

Furtado, Júnia Ferreira, Chica da Silva: A Brazilian Slave of the Eighteenth Century (Cambridge) 
Boyer and Spurling, Colonial Lives (Oxford) 

Restall, Matthew, Seven Myths of the Spanish Conquest (Oxford) 

Lane, Kris, Quito 1599 (New Mexico) 

 

Readings online 

Christopher Columbus, Journal of the First Voyage 

http://mith.umd.edu/eada/html/display.php?docs=columbus_journal.xml&action=show 
Spanish and Native versions of the conquest at 

http://www.historians.org/tl/lessonplans/ca/fitch/contents.htm 

 

OTHER READINGS on Canvas: 

Bartolomé de Las Casas. “Short History of the Destruction of the West Indies”   

Juan de Sepúlveda. "Just War Against Barbarians" 

The Requiremiento 
Trouillot, “Good Day, Columbus”  

Trouillot, “An Unthinkable History” 

Excerpt from Dubois, Avengers of the New World 
 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

The midterm exam will be worth 25% and the final exam 25%.  

Class participation 20%.  There will be regular discussions of the readings.  Please respect the opinions 

http://mith.umd.edu/eada/html/display.php?docs=columbus_journal.xml&action=show
http://www.historians.org/tl/lessonplans/ca/fitch/contents.htm


of others.  Remember that there is no single way to understand history and that the same incident has 

numerous interpretations.  Do not feel constrained to rely on either my interpretations or the 
interpretations in the books.   

 

Assignments- The final 30% of your grade will be based on two written assignments. The details are at the 

end of the syllabus. 

 

Grade scale  

A 95-100; A- 90-94; B+ 87-89; B 84-86; B- 80-83; C+ 77-79; C 74-76; C- 70-73; D+ 67-69; D 63-66 
Students with an average of 69 or lower will receive an unsatisfactory on mid-semester reports 

 

Students requiring special accommodations:   
If you already receive services through the Office of Disability Services and require accommodations for 

this class, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible to discuss your approved 

accommodation needs.  Please bring your accommodation letter with you to the appointment.  I will hold 

any information you share with me in the strictest confidence unless you give me permission to do 
otherwise. If you have not contacted the Office of Disability Services and need special accommodations, 

please contact them at 540-654-1266. 

 

Latino Identities Month 

In addition to the written assignments, I encourage you to participate in Latino Identities Month activities 

on campus (September 15-October 15).   In order to receive extra credit (which will be considered as a 
part of your class participation grade) you must reflect briefly (a paragraph or two) on the event.  To 

receive credit, this reflection is due at the beginning of the class following the event. You may submit it 

via email, if you prefer.  

 

COURSE OUTLINE: 

Week 1 Tuesday Class intro 

 Thursday Peopling the Americas  
 

 Week 2 Tuesday  Inca Empire  Discussion: excerpts from Bernabe Cobo (on canvas) 

     Thursday Aztec Empire  Discussion: excerpts from the Florentine Codex (on canvas) 

Read: excerpts from Cobo and Florentine Codex (on canvas) 
 

Week 3 Tuesday Exploration during the fifteenth century and Columbus in the Caribbean 

              Thursday Discussion: Columbus, Journal of the First Voyage and “Good Day, Columbus” 
Read: Columbus Journal at 

http://mith.umd.edu/eada/html/display.php?docs=columbus_journal.xml&action=show 

Trouillot, “Good Day Columbus” on Canvas 

 

Week 4 Tuesday The Columbian Exchange 

               Thursday Discussion: Ecological Imperialism chapters 1-9 only 

Read:  Ecological Imperialism chapters 1-9 only 
 

Week 5 Tuesday Las Casas/Sepulveda Debate. The Intellectual Background of Contact 

        Thursday  Cortés and the March to Tenochtitlán  
compare the descriptions of the conquest at http://www.historians.org/tl/lessonplans/ca/fitch/contents.htm 

under “contrast and comparison exercises” 

Read: Las Casas, “Short History” and Sepúlveda, "Just War Against Barbarians" 
Start reading Restall, Seven Myths of the Spanish Conquest 

 

http://www.historians.org/tl/lessonplans/ca/fitch/contents.htm


Week 6 Tuesday Discuss Restall, Seven Myths of the Spanish Conquest 

              Thursday Land and Labor Discuss: Boyer and Spurling, chapters 1,2,8 
Read:  Restall, Seven Myths of the Spanish Conquest and Boyer and Spurling, chapters 1,2,8,  

PAPER #1 DUE 

 

 Week 7 Tuesday Midterm Exam 
             Thursday  Acculturation and Religious Conquest  

Discuss: The Requiremiento and Boyer and Spurling, chapters 3,4,5 

Read: The Requiremiento  and Boyer and Spurling, chapters 3,4,5  
See the movie "The Mission" It will be available in the language lab if you do not have access to it 

through Netflix or other similar movie rental operations. 

 
Week 8 Tuesday No Class  Fall Break 

               Thursday  The Formation of Mestizo Society  

 

Week 9 Tuesday Discuss: Boyer and Spurling, chapters 6,9,10,12,13 
Read: Boyer and Spurling, chapters 6,9,10,12,13   

             Thursday NO CLASS 
 
 Week 10 Tuesday Colonial Society 

                  Thursday  Discuss: Quito 1599 

Read: Quito 1599 
 

Week 11 Tuesday Settling Brazil/ Sugar and Slavery 

                Thursday  Slavery continued, Discuss: Boyer and Spurling, chapters 11, 20, 22 

Read: Boyer and Spurling, chapters 11, 20, 22 

Paper #2 DUE Thursday  

 

Week 12 Tuesday Discuss: Chica da Silva 
                Thursday  Eighteenth-century reforms 

Read: Chica da Silva 

 

Week 13 Tuesday Eighteenth-century Society  
                Discuss: Boyer and Spurling, chapters 14,15,17,18,19 

Read: Boyer and Spurling, chapters 14,15,17,18,19  

                Thursday  NO CLASS Thanksgiving  
 

Week 14 Tuesday  The Haitian Revolution 

                Thursday Discuss: Trouillot “An Unthinkable History: The Haitian Revolution as a non-event” 
AND excerpt from Dubois, Avengers of the New World (on canvas) 

Read: Trouillot “An Unthinkable History: The Haitian Revolution as a non-event” AND excerpt from 

Dubois, Avengers of the New World (on canvas) 

 
Week 15 Tuesday  The basis of discontent  

                 Thursday  Independence  

Read: Boyer and Spurling, chapter 16 and 23  

Paper #3 DUE Thursday 



Paper Assignments 

From the following three assignments, write two 5 page papers. 

You MUST write the paper that you agreed to write at the beginning of the semester and you must 

write 5 full pages to receive full credit 

 

PPaappeerr  AAssssiiggnnmmeenntt  ##11  
Spaniards could only understand Native peoples of the Americas through the lens of their own European 

knowledge and experience. Choose either the excerpts provided on canvas from Pedro Cieza de León’s 

The Inca or  Bernal Diaz’s Conquest of New Spain. Analyze how the author describes ONE aspect of 
Native culture. How accurate is his description? Where does his information come from?  

You will need to do some secondary research in order to assess the account. Your paper must cite at least 

two secondary sources.  As the research on Native peoples has changed dramatically, do not use 
secondary sources written prior to 1980. I insist that you formulate your thesis around the primary source.  

Talk to me in advance about a possible thesis in order to avoid unnecessary frustration. 

This paper is due Thursday October 4 

 

PPaappeerr  AAssssiiggnnmmeenntt  ##22  

Compare and contrast the role of either race or gender in TWO of the SIXTEENTH CENTURY texts 

from Colonial Lives. You must do some additional secondary research (at least two additional works) for 
the paper.  Do not use secondary sources written before 1980. I insist that you formulate your thesis 

around the primary sources.  Talk to me in advance about possible topics and theses in order to avoid 

unnecessary frustration. 

This paper is due Thursday November 8 

 

Paper Assignment # 3 

Using at least two of the texts from the SEVENTEENTH and EIGHTEENTH CENTURIES from 
Colonial Lives compose a 5 page essay on any aspect of late colonial culture. The readings lend 

themselves to analyses of relations between different racial groups, domestic life, class relations, legal 

issues, rebellion, and the Catholic Church among others. You must do some additional secondary research 
(at least two additional works) for the paper. Do not use secondary sources written before 1980. I insist 

that you formulate your thesis around the primary sources.  Talk to me about possible topics in advance in 

order to avoid unnecessary frustration. 

This paper is due Thursday December 6 
 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR ALL PAPERS 

Papers will be typed in 12pt. font, double-spaced, and will have 1" margins.  Papers are due before class 
begins on the assigned date. Computer breakdowns are NOT an excuse. Late papers (even one minute 

late), will be penalized one grade for each 24 hour period. 

 
You must attach a signed and filled out copy of the Paper Checksheet to your first paper. 

You must attach a signed and filled out copy of the Paper Checksheet and the Paper feedback sheet to 

your second paper. 

 
You must be careful NOT to plagiarize any material for your paper.  Some students are tempted to 

summarize (and often plagiarize) information provided in the texts.  Any and all information that you 

learn from ANY SOURCE must be carefully and correctly cited. Remember that all of your work is 

subject to the UMW honor code. If you have any questions about format or footnoting, see Kate 

Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses and Dissertations. Use your computer’s 

spellcheck and grammar check, but be sure to proofread your papers before turning them in.  
Below are examples of correct footnotes: 

a first reference 



1
John Franklin, George Washington Williams: A Biography (Chicago: University of Chicago 

Press, 1985), 54. 
a second reference to the same material immediately following the first: 
 2 

Ibid., 68. 

 

Additional citation information is available through Simpson Library’s webpage under Chicago/Turabian 
http://www.umw.edu/library/research/guides_to_library_resource/citing_sources.php 

and the History Department Resources webpage 

http://www.umw.edu/cas/history/history_department_resourc/quotations_footnotes__endn/footnotes__en
dnotes.php 

 

Check your papers to ensure that 
1) You have a thesis, something to argue    

2) The thesis is stated clearly                       

3) Each paragraph asserts something that relates back to the thesis   

4) This assertion is backed up by specific PRIMARY SOURCE evidence            
5) Each paragraph contains some of your own ideas 

6) The conclusion clearly reasserts the paper's argument  

 
I encourage you to discuss your papers with me and I am willing to read any drafts, except in the last 24 

hours before the assignment is due. 


